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3.5 Food Production Internal Investigation

Background: 
Hypothetically, there is enough food to feed all 7 billion people. However, our distribution of food is 
unequal. We know that cereals productivity has increased but why haven’t all people benefited? 
The second green revolution has brought change to the farming practices used today. Innovations 
in the farming inputs and processes has increased the yield harvestable. 

Purpose:
To assess the affects of differing inputs (natural and anthropogenic) on the productivity of farming 
systems. 

Potential variables: 
• Soil characteristics
• Nutrient solutions
• Water amounts
• Light levels 

Equipment from the school
• Petri dishes
• Beakers
• Measuring cylinders
• Balance scales
• Nutrient solutions
• Green bean seeds

Equipment you must provide yourself:
• Soil samples
• Seeds of other varieties

Things you need to consider:
• What variables will you need to control?
• What variables will you measure and how?

Assessment Criteria:
PL, DCP, DEC
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