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Research Question 
(delete this text– The general intention of the research, that is in the broadest sense. It is not referring to specific variables as in the aim, and it may not all be answered via the aim. It could also reflect on application of the research – ie what is the point of what you are doing! A clear statement of the context can help you with the discussion of your practical’s context and implication. This may take the form of a short paragraph.)

Aim 
(delete this text -The specific detail of what you are investigation stating the dependent and independent variables in detail. It should describe precisely what you do in the practical. This will normally be a single sentence, no more than two.)

Hypothesis  
(delete this text - The expectation that you have of the aim with some causal connection that should be stated. Consider the logic of any statements based here, and link it to the theory you have studied or examples of other studies. This will normally be a single sentence, no more than two.)

Dependent  Variable  
(delete this text - These are variables that are measured or recorded in the experiment; they depend upon the independent, or the experimentally altered variables. Variables need identifying in detail, including the SI units.)

Independent Variables
(delete this text - These are variables that are changed by the person carrying out the experiment, they are the things that you have the power to change. If you are sampling they may include the time or place of samples and the variable that you consider the cause of the change in the dependent variable. Variables need identifying in detail, including the SI units.)

Control Variables
(delete this text – These are the background variables in your investigation that may have a significant effect on the dependent variable. This should include the controlled or uncontrollable (noise) variables.  You should try to control them changing or monitor the changes and relate this to the results. This may be a lengthy list of factors)

Method
(delete this text - Give detail of all equipment used and a clear explanation of the method, so that it is repeatable by anyone (within reason). Explain logically through sequences of bullet points or continuous prose what do in this method. Passive voice and third person are normally used for this. Consider and describe how you have made fair tests or used controls . For Fair Test – Something is a fair test when we only allow the variables we have stated in our aim and hypothesis to change. A separate part of the experiment that is set up to show background effects of the experiment is called the control.)     

Results – Raw Data
(delete this text – Use a neat, clearly laid out table with a detailed title of what the results actually are. Show your raw data clearly and consistently. Always record to the same number of decimal places.  Include any observations on sources of error or uncontrollable factors. Units and degrees of precision are in the column or row headings. It is normal practice to put in the iv in the first column and the dv in the second, observations and records of controlled variables can fit in later columns. Save any calculations to later, and present all the raw data recorded in separate cells for every figure. If large amounts of data are collected using a data logger this may be presented as a graph, with a sample of the raw figures given and the settings on the data logger explained)

Data Processing 
(delete this text – Process your raw data to make it more understandable by the reader and to test your hypothesis effectively. You may lay out the processing in table format, but carefully explain the calculations so it is clear what you have done. If you are laying out complex calculations describe each step clearly. Averages should be chosen with care and termed with the proper term eg. Mean or median. Ranges or standard deviations can be used to compare averages. Rates or other derived figures can be calculated. Suitable statistical tests can be carried out such as Spearmen’s, T-Tests or Chi squared. Lines or curves of best fit can be fitted to raw data graphs, gradients can be calculated)

Presentation of Processed Data
(delete this test - Present your processed data clearly using a graph, credit will not be given here for graphs of raw data. The choice of graph is important as is the choice of fitting lines as curves or straight lines through the data. Consider the usefulness of the graph – will it help the reader understand the data? Is it showing the predicted patterns you are investigation clearly? A line graph may not always be appropriate, and connecting points can be wrong if there is no logical way to assume a relationship in the points inbetween. Normally the iv is plotted on the x axis and the dv on the y, although both may be plotted against time. A scatter graph can examine the relationship between two linked variables well, and regression lines can be fitted to the data. Bar charts of data may be useful for comparing to sets of measurements, but these should include an error bar of the range or standard deviation)
Conclusion 
(delete this text – Make a simple conclusion to the aim of your investigation based on the data you have collected only ie state patterns and say if the hypothesis is supported (Not proved right!!) or rejected. Explain the conclusion using your data, or if necessary secondary data. Do not explain with any other theories or ideas – save this for the discussion. Comment on the strength of the conclusion (this can connect to the evaluation later) ie does secondary data contradict your data, is your data reliable enough)
Discussion and Review 
(delete this text – Discuss mechanisms for the conclusion and accepted theory. Evaluate the results, discuss relevance to management, use secondary data to discuss the research question. Bring in wider issues and make connections to social, political and cultural ideas. Bring in your own conclusion to discuss its relevance in relation to the research question)
Evaluation and Improvements 
(delete this text - Clearly state all the forms of error in measurements, problems with experimental design. Suggest realistic improvements that you could actually do with a little more time. Suggest named examples of equipment not just “Better equipment”. Distinguish between limitation and error. A table may be a useful way of presenting this clearly linking together the errors/limitations to improvements)

References
(delete this text – provide references for books or websites you have used in the writing up, including course text books. Use a recognised reference system)
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